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THE FACE OF DENTISTRY IN WALES RETIRES
Stuart Geddes has retired from the British Dental Association (BDA) after 20 years as National Director for Wales.
Stuart originally became a student member of the BDA between 1966 and 1970, before joining the South East Scotland Branch in 1970 then the South Wales Branch in 1973. He was a council member for the South Wales Branch for many years, became Branch Secretary and Member of the BDA Representative Board in 1994 and was also a member of the BDA Welsh Council and numerous committees.
As National Director for Wales, Stuart has supported and advanced dentistry in the whole of Wales. Before taking on the role, Stuart was a dental academic at the University of Wales in Cardiff where he oversaw the undergraduate education of thousands of dental students. At the same time he ran his own dental practice in Usk.
When Stuart became BDA National Director for Wales, it was a new role, part time and without an office. Over time, Stuart's influence demonstrated to the BDA that there was a need to have local presence in Wales that was properly established and supported. As a consequence of Stuart's continuing patience and tenacity, the role grew in significance and the constructive contribution of the BDA within Wales grew to the size it is now, with a national office in Wales. Working alongside a wider team of policy and advisory staff providing support for practitioners and information and advice to NHS bodies within Wales, Stuart has become the recognisable face of the dental profession in Wales. AllTrials' aim is that all clinical trials are registered prospectively and that their methods and a summary of their results are made publicly available. This is important because the results of many clinical trials, particularly those funded by industry, are hidden, with negative results much more likely to remain unpublished. 1 Mr Allison said: 'The the published literature becomes distorted and it is impossible for researchers and clinicians to fully appraise the evidence; this causes the benefits to be overstated and the risks downplayed leading to avoidable suffering. The medicines and devices we prescribe as dental practitioners, be they antibiotics or implants, are subject to the same regulatory control as those in medicine and are sensitive to the same distortions. ' AllTrials was initiated in 2013 by the Cochrane Collaboration, BMJ, Centre for Evidence-Based Medicine, Public Library of Science, James Lind Initiative, Bad Science and Sense about Science. It is supported by almost 80,000 individuals and 501 organisations.
BDJ readers are encouraged to sign the petition at www.alltrials.net.
